A Service of Advent Lessons and Carols
Anglican Church of the Good Shepherd
Binghamton, NY
Sunday, December 6, 2020, 4pm

Organ Voluntaries:
“Once he came in blessing” J. S. Bach
“And he shall feed his flock” from Messiah G. F. Handel

“Wachet Aut” J. S. Bach



Come, Thou Redeemer of the Earth

Processional Hymn for Advent Lessons and Carols

The first three verses are sung by the choir alone. Please join in singing verses 4-7.

Solo:
1.Come, thou, redeemer of the earth,
And manifest thy virgin birth:
Let every age adoring fall;
Such birth befits the God of all.

Choir:

2.Begotten of no human will,
But of the Spirit, thou art still
The Word of God in flesh arrayed.
The Saviour, now to man displayed.

3.Forth from his chamber goeth he,
That royal home of purity,
A giant in two-fold substance one,
rejoicing now his course to run.
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THE BIDDING PRAYER (read by Rev. Matt Kennedy)

Beloved in Christ, as we await the great festival of Christmas, let us prepare ourselves
so that we may be shown its true meaning. Let us hear, in lessons from Holy Scripture,
how the prophets of Israel foretold that God would visit and redeem his waiting
people. Let us rejoice, in our carols and hymns, that the good purpose of God is being
mightily fulfilled. Let us celebrate the promise that our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ,
will bring all men and all things into the glory of God’s eternal kingdom. The blind
receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the
dead are raised up, and the poor have the Gospel preached to them. But first, let us pray
for the world which God so loves, for those who have not heard the good news of God,
or who do not believe it; for those who walk in darkness and the shadow of death; and
for the Church in this place and everywhere, that it may be freed from all evil and fear,
and may in pure joy lift up the light of the love of God. These prayers and praises let us
humbly offer to God, in the words which Christ himself taught us:

THE LORD’S PRAYER (said by everyone)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



THE FIRST LESSON

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD's hand
double for all her sins.
A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
A voice says, “Cry!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass,
and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the LORD blows on it;
surely the people are grass.
The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.

Reader: The word of the Lord
Response: =~ Thanks be to God

Isaiah 40: 1-8



THE FIRST CAROL Comfort, comfort ye my people
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THE SECOND LESSON Jeremiah 23:5-6

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice
and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell
securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is our
righteousness.’

Reader: The word of the Lord
Response: ~ Thanks be to God

THE SECOND CAROL O come, O come Emmanuel
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THE THIRD LESSON Zechariah 9:9-10

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation is he,
humble and mounted on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall speak peace to the nations;
his rule shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

Reader: The word of the Lord
Response:  Thanks be to God



THE THIRD CAROL
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THE FOURTH LESSON Haggai 2:6-9

For thus says the LORD of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake the heavens
and the earth and the sea and the dry land. And I will shake all nations, so that the
treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with glory, says

the LORD of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the LORD of

hosts. The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, says the LORD of
hosts. And in this place I will give peace, declares the LORD of hosts.””

Reader: The word of the Lord
Response: ~ Thanks be to God

THE FOURTH CAROL Creator of the stars of night
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THE FIFTH LESSON

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;
it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.
Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to those who have an anxious heart,
“Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
then shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.
For waters break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
And a highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it.
It shall belong to those who walk on the way;
even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.
No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;

Isaiah 35:1-10



they shall obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Reader: The word of the Lord
Response: ~ Thanks be to God
THE FIFTH CAROL The Angel Gabriel
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THE SIXTH LESSON Luke 1:26-35, 38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee

named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house
of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O
favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried
to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.”

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
called holy —the Son of God.

And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your
word.” And the angel departed from her.

THE SIXTH CAROL The White Dove Johannes Brahms
A dove as white as winter, The heavenly gates will open, Our hope and expectation

From heaven came to earth, Thou shalt have a son; O Jesus appear.

And greeted there a maiden, Emmanuel the most high, Arise, thou sun, so longed for
Of humble birth. the King, the Chosen One. Above this darkened sphere.

She bowed her head For know, a blessed mother With hearts and hands uplifted,
And listened to his words. shalt thou be. Lord to see

That she, above all others, All coming generations the day of earth’s redemption,
Was favored by the Lord. Will laud and honor thee. And ever be with thee.

Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. Kyrie Eleison.



THE SEVENTH LESSON Mark 1:1-15

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way,
the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,””
John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to
him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now
John was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and
ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is
mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I
have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being
torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”

The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. And he was in the
wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals,
and the angels were ministering to him.

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of
God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and
believe in the gospel.”



THE SEVENTH CAROL On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
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THE FINAL CAROL Lo! He comes with clouds descending
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Al - le - lu - ia! Christ  the Lord re - turns to reign.

deep - ly  wail - ing, shall  the true Mes - si - ah see,

with what rap - ture gaze we on those glo - rious  scars!

Al - le - lu - ia! Thou  shalt reign, and thou a - lone.
THE DISMISSAL

ORGAN VOLUNTARY Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen Johannes Brahms
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