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Dear People of Good Shepherd, 

I have put this document together for you as a guide if you would like to celebrate the first and greatest 

feast of Easter in your own homes. It includes the readings we would have had if we had been together, 

some suggestions for music, and some reflection questions for you to discuss the readings or meditate on 

them yourself. It would be helpful if one person was designated “officiant” and if you could light just a 

small fire and some candles. Also, be careful, because of course most of the music has ads in front, some 

quite upsetting—couldn’t figure out how to get rid of any of that. But sing all the music you like best! I 

hope we will soon be able to worship together. I miss you all very very much! -Anne 

 

LIGHTING THE PASCAL CANDLE  
In the darkness, fire is kindled; after which the Officiant says 

 

Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death 

to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and 

prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his 

Sacraments, we share in his victory over death. 

 

The Officiant may say the following prayer 

 

Eternal God, who made this most holy night to shine with the brightness of your one true light: 

sanctify this new fire, we pray, and so set us aflame with the fire of your love, that with pure 

hearts and kindled affections we may attain to the radiance of your heavenly glory; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

If the Paschal Candle is to be marked, it is done at this time (Page 595). 

 

The Officiant lights the Paschal Candle from the newly kindled fire, and says 

 

May the light of Christ, rising in glory, banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 

 

The Candle Processor (or the Officiant if there is no Candle Processor), bearing the Candle, leads the 

procession to the chancel, pausing three times and singing or saying 

 

The light of Christ. 

 People Thanks be to God. 

 

THE EXSULTET 
The Exulset performed by Michael Berman 

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout Salvation for the 

victory of our mighty King. 

http://media.goodshepherdbinghamton.org/audio/exsultet-online.mp3?fbclid=IwAR2HsCOrbjmFeO9pPCrm6pSHrh6jGpg-oIu4ombTFMQnnC39noqNFPYucr0


 

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, 

for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King. 

 

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, resound with 

the praises of your people. 

 

All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to God the Almighty for the 

grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light; 

through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 Leader The Lord be with you. 

 People And with your spirit. 

 Leader Lift up your hearts. 

 People We lift them up unto the Lord. 

 Leader Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, 

with our whole heart and mind and voice to praise you,  

the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, 

and your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ our Lord;  

who paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, 

and by his blood delivered your faithful people; 

for he is the true Paschal Lamb, the very Lamb of God,  

whose blood marks the doorposts of believers  

and makes us holy. 

 

This is the night when you brought our forebears,  

the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt,  

and led them through the Red Sea on dry land. 

 

This is the night when with a pillar of fire  

you banished the darkness out of iniquity. 

 

This is the night when all who believe in Christ  

are delivered from the gloom of sin, 

and are restored to grace and holiness of life. 

 



This is the night when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell,  

and rose victorious from the grave. 

 

Our birth would have been no gain,  

had we not been redeemed. 

 

How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God,  

is your mercy and loving kindness to us,  

that to redeem a slave, you gave a Son. 

 

O wonderful providence of Adam’s sin  

destroyed completely by the death of Christ.  

O happy fault, which gained for us  

so great and glorious a Redeemer. 

 

This is the night of which it is written: 

the night shall be as bright as the day. 

 

 

How holy is this night when wickedness is put to flight,  

and sin is washed away. 

It restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn. 

It casts out pride and hatred, and brings peace and concord. 

 

How blessed is this night when earth and heaven are joined,  

and Man is reconciled to God. 

 

Therefore, O holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice,  

the offering of this candle in your honor, 

the work of bees and of your servants’ hands,  

the gift of your most holy Church.  

May it mingle with the lights of heaven, 

and shine continually to drive away all darkness.  

May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, 

find it ever burning—he who gives his light to all creation,  

and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 



THE LESSONS 

The Officiant may introduce the Scripture readings in these or similar words 

 

Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, remembering how he saved his people in 

ages past and in the fullness of time sent his Son to be our Redeemer; and let us pray that God 

may bring to completion in each of us the saving work he has begun. 

 

At least three of the following Lessons are read, of which one is always the Lesson from Exodus. After each 

Lesson, the Psalm or Canticle listed, or some other suitable psalm, canticle, or hymn, may be said or sung. 

A period of silence may be kept; and the Collect provided, or some other suitable Collect, may be said. 
 

ISRAEL’S DELIVERANCE AT THE RED SEA    

EXODUS 14:10-15:1 
10 When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians 

were marching after them, and they feared greatly. And the people of Israel cried out to 

the LORD. 11 They said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that you have taken us 

away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is not 

this what we said to you in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it 

would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” 13 And Moses 

said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will work 

for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. 14 The LORD will 

fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” 15 The LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? 

Tell the people of Israel to go forward. 16 Lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea 

and divide it, that the people of Israel may go through the sea on dry ground. 17 And I will harden 

the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in after them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh 

and all his host, his chariots, and his horsemen. 18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am 

the LORD, when I have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.” 
19 Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and went behind them, 

and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them, 20 coming between the 

host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud and the darkness. And it lit up the 

night[a] without one coming near the other all night. 
21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the LORD drove the sea back by a strong 

east wind all night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 And the people of 

Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right 

hand and on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued and went in after them into the midst of the sea, 

all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 24 And in the morning watch the LORD in the 

pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces into 

a panic, 25 clogging their chariot wheels so that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let 

us flee from before Israel, for the LORD fights for them against the Egyptians.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=EXODUS+14%3A10%E2%80%9415%3A1&version=ESV#fen-ESV-1910a


26 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may come 

back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” 27 So Moses stretched 

out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal course when the morning appeared. 

And as the Egyptians fled into it, the LORD threw[c] the Egyptians into the midst of the 

sea. 28 The waters returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh 

that had followed them into the sea, not one of them remained. 29 But the people of Israel walked 

on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their 

left. 
30 Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the 

Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31 Israel saw the great power that the LORD used against the 

Egyptians, so the people feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in his servant 

Moses. 15:1 Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the LORD, saying, “I will sing to 

the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;  the horse and his rider[d] he has thrown into the sea. 

 

THE SONG OF MOSES  
"Song of Moses" Praise and Harmony performed by The Acapella Company 

The First Song Of Moses performed by The Choir of King's College, Cambridge  

Song of Moses performed by Chris Codding  

Go Down Moses performed by Cynthia Liggins Thomas, Marian Anderson & Kosti Vehanen 

 

CANTICLE 5 
I will sing to the LORD, for he is lofty and uplifted; *  

 the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. 

The LORD is my strength and my refuge; *  

 the LORD has become my Savior.  

This is my God and I will praise him, * 

 the God of my people and I will exalt him. 

The LORD is a mighty warrior; * 

 The LORD is his Name. 

The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; *  

 the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea. 

The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; *  

they sank into the depths like a stone. 

Your right hand, O LORD, is glorious in might; * 

 your right hand, O LORD, has overthrown the enemy.  

Who can be compared with you, O LORD, among the gods? * 

 Who is like you, glorious in holiness, awesome in renown, and worker of wonders? 

You stretched forth your right hand; *  

 the earth swallowed them up. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=EXODUS+14%3A10%E2%80%9415%3A1&version=ESV#fen-ESV-1917c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=EXODUS+14%3A10%E2%80%9415%3A1&version=ESV#fen-ESV-1922d
https://youtu.be/l9Z3NOMASoo
https://youtu.be/oCjCJE6QzvY
https://youtu.be/TI8yTeMv0Uo
https://youtu.be/FcPPCrIJQjI


With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; *  

 you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling. 

You will bring them in and plant them *  

 on the mount of your possession, 

The resting-place you have made for yourself, O LORD, *  

 the sanctuary, O LORD, that your hand has established. 

The LORD shall reign * 

 for ever and for ever. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; *  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

 world without end. Amen. 

 

Let us pray. Silence 

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, by the power of your 

mighty arm you once delivered your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for 

us of the salvation offered to all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the 

earth may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

SURELY, IT IS GOD WHO SAVES ME  

ISAIAH 55:1-11     
“Come, everyone who thirsts, 

    come to the waters; 

and he who has no money, 

    come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 

    without money and without price. 
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

    and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, 

    and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 

    hear, that your soul may live; 

and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

    my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4 Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

    a leader and commander for the peoples. 
 



5 Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, 

    and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, 

because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, 

    for he has glorified you. 
6 “Seek the LORD while he may be found; 

    call upon him while he is near; 
7 let the wicked forsake his way, 

    and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 

let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, 

    and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

    neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

    so are my ways higher than your ways 

    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
10 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

    and do not return there but water the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

    it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

    and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

PSALM 42:1-7 
Lord From Sorrows Deep I Call performed by Matt Boswell and Matt Papa  

My Help, My God performed by Sandra McCraken  

Psalm 42: As the Deer Longs performed by Danna Harkin, John Purifoy, Randall DeBruyn, and 

John Strege  

Psalm 42 Like as the Hart performed by King’s College Cambridge  

 

1 As the deer desires the water brooks, * 

  so longs my soul for you, O God. 

2 My soul is athirst for God, even for the living God; *  

  when shall I come to appear before the presence of God? 

3 My tears have been my food day and night, * 

  while all day long they say to me, “Where now is your God?” 

4 When I think upon these things, I pour out my heart, *  

  when I remember how I went with the multitude, and brought them into the house of God, 

https://youtu.be/nATJFlTjJF0
https://youtu.be/t_nBYQ8SfAI
https://youtu.be/HZ03t3pqesA
https://youtu.be/HZ03t3pqesA
https://youtu.be/JiM0pDvdHQU


5 With the voice of praise and thanksgiving * 

  among those who keep holy day. 

6 Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul, *  

  and why are you so disquieted within me? 

7 O put your trust in God, * 

  for I will yet give him thanks, who is the help of my countenance, and my God. 

 

OR CANTICLE 8 
Sung Scripture: Isaiah 12: 2-6 performed by Jason Silver  

The First Song of Isaiah performed by Joe Cox  

 

Surely, it is God who saves me; * 

 I will trust in him and not be afraid. 

For the LORD is my stronghold and my sure defense, *  

 and he will be my Savior. 

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *  

 from the springs of salvation. 

And on that day you shall say, * 

 Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; 

Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 

 see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 

Sing the praises of the LORD, for he has done great things, *  

 and this is known in all the world. 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 

 for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; *  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

 world without end. Amen. 
 

Let us pray. Silence 

O God, you have created all things by the power of your Word, and you renew the earth by your 

Spirit: Give the water of life to all who thirst for you, that they may bring forth abundant fruit in 

your glorious kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

JONAH AND THE FISH      

JONAH 1:1—2:10 

Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, 

that great city, and call out against it, for their evil[a] has come up before me.” 3 But Jonah rose to 

https://youtu.be/zBSnBn4xC6w
https://youtu.be/URuMDGQZFzI
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JONAH+1%3A1%E2%80%942%3A10&version=ESV#fen-ESV-22534a


flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going 

to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish, away from 

the presence of the LORD. 
4 But the LORD hurled a great wind upon the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the sea, so 

that the ship threatened to break up. 5 Then the mariners were afraid, and each cried out to his 

god. And they hurled the cargo that was in the ship into the sea to lighten it for them. But Jonah 

had gone down into the inner part of the ship and had lain down and was fast asleep. 6 So the 

captain came and said to him, “What do you mean, you sleeper? Arise, call out to your 

god! Perhaps the god will give a thought to us, that we may not perish.” 
7 And they said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, that we may know on whose account this 

evil has come upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 8 Then they said to him, “Tell 

us on whose account this evil has come upon us. What is your occupation? And where do you 

come from? What is your country? And of what people are you?” 9 And he said to them, “I am a 

Hebrew, and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.” 10 Then the 

men were exceedingly afraid and said to him, “What is this that you have done!” For the men 

knew that he was fleeing from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them. 11 Then they 

said to him, “What shall we do to you, that the sea may quiet down for us?” For the sea grew 

more and more tempestuous. 12 He said to them, “Pick me up and hurl me into the sea; then the 

sea will quiet down for you, for I know it is because of me that this great tempest has come upon 

you.” 13 Nevertheless, the men rowed hard to get back to dry land, but they could not, for the sea 

grew more and more tempestuous against them. 14 Therefore they called out to the LORD, 

“O LORD, let us not perish for this man's life, and lay not on us innocent blood, for you, O LORD, 

have done as it pleased you.” 15 So they picked up Jonah and hurled him into the sea, and the sea 

ceased from its raging. 16 Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and they offered a sacrifice 

to the LORD and made vows. 17 And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And 

Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 

2 Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the belly of the fish, 2 saying, 

“I called out to the LORD, out of my distress, 

    and he answered me; 

out of the belly of Sheol I cried, 

    and you heard my voice. 
3 For you cast me into the deep, 

    into the heart of the seas, 

    and the flood surrounded me; 

all your waves and your billows 

    passed over me. 
4 Then I said, ‘I am driven away 

    from your sight; 

yet I shall again look 



    upon your holy temple.’ 
5 The waters closed in over me to take my life; 

    the deep surrounded me; 

weeds were wrapped about my head 
6     at the roots of the mountains. 

I went down to the land 

    whose bars closed upon me forever; 

yet you brought up my life from the pit, 

    O LORD my God. 
7 When my life was fainting away, 

    I remembered the LORD, 

and my prayer came to you, 

    into your holy temple. 
8 Those who pay regard to vain idols 

    forsake their hope of steadfast love. 
9 But I with the voice of thanksgiving 

    will sacrifice to you; 

what I have vowed I will pay. 

    Salvation belongs to the LORD!” 
10 And the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry land. 
 

PSALM 130 
I Will Wait for You performed by Shane and Shane 

Psalm 130 performed by Choir of Kings College, Cambridge  

I Will Wait for You performed by Keith and Kristyn Getty  

 

1 Out of the deep have I called unto you, O LORD; *  

   Lord, hear my voice. 

2 O let your ears consider well * 

   the voice of my supplications. 

3 If you, LORD, were to mark what is done amiss, *  

   O Lord, who could abide it? 

4 For there is mercy with you; * 

   therefore you shall be feared. 

5 I wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; * 

   in his word is my trust. 

6 My soul waits for the Lord, *  
   more than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the morning.  
7 O Israel, trust in the LORD, for with the LORD there is mercy, *  

   and with him is plenteous redemption; 

https://youtu.be/8C3WQ1G1Uso
https://youtu.be/rJvZ8qzW0e8
https://youtu.be/_eJUqY_6tqo


8 And he shall redeem Israel *  
   from all their sins. 
 

Let us pray. Silence 

Almighty God, by the resurrection of your Son you have brought us out of sin into righteousness 

and out of death into life: Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the will and the 

power to proclaim you to all the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE EASTER ACCLAMATION 

Officiant  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People  The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

A joyful fanfare may be played, and bells may be rung. The church is lighted, and the candles at the Altar 

may now be lighted from the Paschal Candle. 

 

The Gloria in Excelsis, or some other hymn of praise, is sung or said 

Gloria In Excelsis Deo performed by choir and orchestra of Voices for Peace concert, 2013  

Handel Messiah I-17 Glory to God performed by City of Dunedin Choirand Southern Sinfonia, 

conducted by David Burchell  

Glory Be To God performed by Kelly Minter 

To You We Bring Our Hymn of Praise performed by St. Michael’s Singers  

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

https://youtu.be/zhhYIZJj6rk
https://youtu.be/_hIQ_nV9oxs
https://youtu.be/_hIQ_nV9oxs
https://youtu.be/aqsWUxNUSAs
https://youtu.be/E9L8AVs4fwA


THE COLLECT 

Officiant  The Lord be with you. 

People And with your spirit. 

Officiant  Let us pray. 

 

O God, you made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection: Stir up 

in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed 

both in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The service continues with the Epistle reading 

 

ROMANS 6:3-11 
3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 

death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 

was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in 

a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self[a] was crucified with him in order that the body 

of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who 

has died has been set free[b] from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will 

also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death 

no longer has dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life 

he lives he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

Psalm 114 or some other suitable psalm, hymn, or anthem may be said or sung. 

 

The use of “Alleluia” is particularly appropriate. 

 

All stand, and the Deacon or Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

 People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

MATTHEW 28:1-10 
Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the 

other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the 

Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance 

was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the guards trembled 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ROMANS+6%3A3-11&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28059a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ROMANS+6%3A3-11&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28060b


and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that 

you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place 

where he[a] lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and 

behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8 So they 

departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 And 

behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet 

and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to 

Galilee, and there they will see me.” 

 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

THE (Home) SERMON 

Reflection Questions: 

-Why was the Exodus the defining moment for Israel? 

-Why did God choose to rescue Israel that way? 

-Imagine you were a regular Israelite. What would it have been like for you? What would you 

have felt? What would you have thought?  

-Imagine Good Shepherd, all of us being told to get up and run. How would different members 

of the congregation have responded? 

-Why is this text read every Vigil? 

 

-How can you buy something without money?  

-Wine and milk cost money, hard-earned money these days. And honestly, even water costs 

money. All of these require money. How can you have them for free? 

-How can you “seek” the Lord? 

-What are his thoughts? What are his ways? How can we know them? 

-What is his Word like? How effective is it? 

-Who is the Word? 

 

-What does it mean to “Cry Out?” 

-What does it look like, practically? 

-Why does God want us to cry out to him? 

-Why didn’t Jonah want to do what God told him? 

-How is Jonah a type of Christ? 

 

-Why did the women go to the tomb? 

-What do they see when they get there? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=MATTHEW+28%3A1-10&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24198a


-What does the angel say to them? 

-What do you think they thought and felt? 

-Based on all the resurrection appearances, try to rate Jesus’ mood and level of fun. 

-Compare the Song of Moses to the Resurrection Appearances.  

 

RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS 
Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, 

and raised with him to new-ness of life. I call upon you, therefore, [now that our Lenten 

observance is ended,] to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we 

once renounced the devil and all his works, and promised to serve God faithfully in his one holy 

catholic and apostolic Church. 

 

Do you, here in the presence of God and the Church, renew the solemn promises and vows made 

at your Baptism and commit yourself to keep them? 

 

 People I do. 

Officiant Do you renounce the devil and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against 

God? 

 People I renounce them. 

Officiant Do you renounce the empty promises and deadly deceits of this world that corrupt and 

destroy the creatures of God? 

 People I renounce them. 

Officiant Do you renounce the sinful desires of the flesh that draw you from the love of God? 

 People I renounce them. 

Officiant Do you turn to Jesus Christ and confess him as your Lord and Savior? 

 People I do. 

Officiant Do you joyfully receive the Christian Faith, as revealed in the Holy Scriptures of the 

Old and New Testaments? 

 People I do. 

Officiant    Will you obediently keep God’s holy will and commandments, and walk 

  in them all the days of your life? 

People  I will, the Lord being my helper. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

 

Let us now reaffirm our faith in the words of the ancient baptismal confession, the Apostles’ 

Creed. 

Officiant Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 

  People I do. 



I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

Officiant Do you believe and trust in Jesus Christ? 

  People I do. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the Holy Spirit  

and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

Officiant Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 

People       I do. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Officiant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, 

Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined together in unity 

of spirit by their doctrine, that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 
 

CONCLUDING PRAYER 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of 

the sheep, by the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do 

his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 

Amen. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The update for this week, along with the daily lectionary readings as well as links to any bible 

studies, services, and sermons from the previous week can be found at 

www.goodshepherdbinghamton.org.   
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